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Polyprion americanus 
Family: Polyprionidae

Bass groper, Wrakvis

Adults are bluish grey above, paler below with a silvery sheen. Fins 
are blackish brown in colour. They have a very big mouth with a big 
head and a rough bony ridge across upper part of the gill cover 
ending in a short spine. Juveniles have black blotches on the head 
and body. 

Primarily Atlantic but also found in the Western Indian Ocean and the 

from Walvis Bay to northern KwaZulu-Natal. The similar two-tone 

bicoloured, the top half brown or grey and the lower half abruptly 
white or silvery and they are slightly more elongate.

Small juveniles up to 50-60 cm are pelagic and associated with 

rocky bottoms in depths of 60-250 m. Adults are found at depths of 
150-650 m, mostly on high relief rocky bottoms and are often
associated with caves and shipwrecks. They prefer temperatures
from 6-16°C.

distances.
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Spawning occurs in summer and they are known to form large 
spawning aggregations. 
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bras. When this occurs attempts should be made to release them 

lines and electric reels. Also caught on deep set demersal longlines. 

Zero
Not applicable

Not applicable
 Prohibited species 

suitable deep-water rocky habitat throughout their distribution. 
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Not 
Assessed

Not assessed in South Africa but catches are assumed to have 

Not assessed. 

of up to 100 kg. They are very slow growing and have been aged up 


