FACT SHEET
SAND SOLDIER

Pagellus natalensis
Family: Sparidae
Other common names: Natal pandora, Tjor-tjor, Rooi tjortjor

Small fish with a pinkish upper body and numerous rows of small,

Description iridescent blue spots along the sides of the body.

South-western Indian Ocean from from Mossel Bay to Tanzania. Also

Distribution
recorded off southern Madagascar.

Adults are extremely abundant offshore, forming large shoals over
sandy and muddy bottoms in depths from 20-250 m. Juveniles
appear to be more abundant in shallower water in depths less than
20 m. Eggs and larvae of this species are distinctive and extremely
abundant in shelf waters.

They feed on a variety of small bottom dwelling invertebrates

Feeding including small crustaceans, echinoderms, polychaete worms and
molluscs.
Movement Unknown.
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