
An ACOUSTIC RECEIVER is a listening station that 
‘hears’ the unique pings from a fish tagged with an 

ACOUSTIC TAG.

This is used to TRACK THE MOVEMENTS 
of tagged fish. 

What is this?

An ACOUSTIC TAG 
looks like a tiny battery.  

How do scientists use it?

How does Acoustic Telemetry 
help us to understand MPAs? 

To date our scientists have tagged the following 
species with acoustic tags :

 When we retrieve the receivers and 
download the data our scientists will have 

fascinating insights into the MOVEMENT PATTERNS 
of all of these species. 

 Dusky kob

 Black musselcracker 

 Garrick

 Giant kingfish  Giant sandsharks

Honeycomb rays

 Diamond rays

 Flapnose  houndsharks
 Blacktip sharks

This information will help us to 
understand HOW FISH MOVE BETWEEN MPAS.

We have acoustic receivers in the following MPAs:

Pondoland MPA
Aliwal Shoal MPA

iSimangaliso Wetland Park MPA 22
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4Thukela MPA
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Acoustic Telemetry

The RECEIVER can ‘hear’ tags up to 500m away. 

“PING”

Each receiver recognises and RECORDS the UNIQUE 
PINGS from all tagged fish that swim past it.

How does it work?

Receivers are placed in strategic positions along the 
whole coast of South Africa. By downloading all the 

information stored on each receiver once a year, 
scientists can work out WHERE FISH GO in the ocean.
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