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Species of Stranded Seals

Durban South African fur seal @ AAIVIBF

Sub- Antarctic fur seal @
Antarctic fur seal a

Cause of Stranding

Crabeater seal a

Leopard seal a
Southern elephant seal @
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Releasing Gru,

a sub-Antarctic fur seal.
Releasing Selso,

a Southern elephant seal.
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Sub-Antarctic fur seal assessed by
uShaka Sea world veterinarian

Strandings often coincide
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1 o Once the seal has reached its goal Offered food by hand
_ weight, another medical check-up is If seal refuses food, it is taught

done to see if it is fit for release. to eat from hand.

Vitamin supplements in food.

The seal is led onto a scale Left to rest (no swimming).
for weekly weighing.

Food intake is adjusted

to achieve the goal weight. 8
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Southern elephant seal

Once the seal is stronger

itis encouraged to SWIM. e,

Once strong enough This stimulates :
the seal is sedated for: grooming and bowel

A sub-Antarctic fur seal
relaxes on the scale.

= Feeding then progresses to
the water and a more

hands-off approach. Medical checks, MOYIENE:
blood sampling, Faecal samples are
X-rays. analysed.
Seal is dewormed if
needed.

A seal behaviourist weighing a
sub-Antarctic fur seal.
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A Southern elephant seal
eating in the water.

A sedated Southern elephant seal having
radiographs taken.
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